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"set-off" to Turko-German attempts to produce an anti-
Christian reaction; at increasing our commercial interests;
and at politically consolidating oiir strategical position at the
head of the Persian Gulf, a position which safeguarded the
oil supply, .blocked approach by land towards India, and
denied Basra to the submarines of a possible enemy. The
policy in itself was definite; the responsibility for giving
effect to it was divided. The Foreign Office dealt with Turk-
ish and Persian affairs, and the Government of India dealt
with the affairs of the Persian Gulf Littoral. Similarly, the
responsibility for military intelligence in the Middle East
was divided between the General Staff at the War Office and
the General Staff at Army Headquarters in India. To
acquire accurate and comprehensive information about all
likely theatres of war is one of the most important functions
of a General Staff in peace time, but it is doubtful whether,
before 1914, this importance was fully realised—that is, as
far as concerned the Middle East. To be of real value, in-
formation must be exact; it must be comprehensive; above all,
the intelligence coming from various sources must ,be collated,
and the deductions drawn from it must be co-ordinated with
information arriving through political and commercial
channels. It is easy to realise that divided responsibility for
collecting and collating intelligence in an area largely in-
creases the difficulty of effective co-ordination—and this
difficulty appears to have occurred over Middle Eastern
intelligence which, considering the opportunities afforded us
by our intimate association with the area, was neither exact
nor comprehensive.
The physical and climatic characteristics of Mesopotamia
were, of course, comprehended in a general way. But it
was not until a considerable military force had been thrust
out into the country that we appreciated the truth of the
Arab proverb:—" When Allah had made Hell he found it
"was not bad enough. So he made Iraq—and added flies/'
Iraq as far as concerned us before the war—that is,
the area lying between Baghdad, Southern Arabistan,
and the head of the Persian Gulf, and the river Euphrates
—is one flat plain of alluvial clay. It is unrelieved
by hills, or by a single eminence of any importance. Bagh-
dad, five hundred miles from the Persian Gulf, is little more
than a hundred feet above sea level; between the capital
and the sea lies a vast area of featureless desert, of which
the monotony is broken only by the great rivers and

